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1,ricl{y Tree Trimmings 
Inside and (,ut 
REMEMBER Christmas morning? How shivvery you were, but how 
thrilled! How other mornings dad 
had to call at least three times before 
you dared venture into the cold room, 
but how this morning you were groping 
for robe and slippers before dad had 
scarcely called, "Merry Christmas!" up 
the dark stairway; and you were down 
like a flash to the rooms below, never 
noticing the cold. 
Do you still have distinct recollections 
of the tree in the corner of the room 
with the same star on top that had al-
ways been there? I do. Other decor-
ations changed somewhat from year to 
year, but the star remained, in all its 
tinsel-ed glory. 
Christmas tree stars, in fact the trees 
themselves, are the result of legends 
and traditions from ages back. Each 
country has its own legends and -each 
country's is different from all the 
others. From Scandinavia to Egypt 
significant Christmas lore has come 
down to us. Each has its own sym-
bolical meaning; for instance, an old 
German legend says that Saint Wi_nfrid 
was in the midst of a great group of 
converts hewing down a giant oak used 
for Druidic worship. When the tree 
was half down a great wind passed 
over the forest, gripping the tree and 
sending it crashing backward. Every-
thing in its wake was ruined, except a 
green fir with its spire pointed to the 
sky. Because of the miracle, Saint 
Winfrid deemed that the fir be the holy 
tree. 
All these legends and traditions, it 
seems, culminated in Germany, which 
abounded in evergreen trees. Ther·e 
Christmas tree decorating reached its 
height in olden times and from ther-e 
the art has spread to all parts of the 
world. We could spend days studying 
Christmas decorations and symbols of 
various countries. 
But coming to the more pertinent 
problem of our own decorations! Did 
you know that even the gloriously 
jumbled trees we decorated years ago 
might have the artistic significance? 
No? Well, why not apply the principles 
of design and decoration here as w ell 
as any place else? Every tree, no mat-
ter how gay or how sophisticated, can 
be simple in theme. This basic simplic-
ity will be conduciv-e to a more unified, 
and just as nice, finished product. Then, 
too, some glorious color schemes have 
been worked out in trees that would 
thrill the heart of any "applied ar-
tist." When you go home to fix your 
own special tree for your folks or your-
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self or your nieces and nephews, re-
member these things. "And do re-
member, too," says Betty Shoemaker, 
"if there are youngsters in your fam-
ily, decorate a tree, if it be only a 
small artificial one. They'll love it." 
According to Mrs. Henry Ness, Ap-
plied Art Department, there are sev-
eral types of trees-sophisticated, spir-
itual, jazzy, old-fashioned. 
The very new, sophisticated tree is 
the basis for most modern ideas. 
Marian Rahn suggests that a two-color 
combination of a color and silv-er or 
gold is most effective in this type of 
tree. "Blue and silver," she says, "sug-
gest winter and Christmas to me be-
cause of their beautiful coldness." On 
these trees few ornaments are used. I 
saw one on which only red glass balls 
were used with white lights. Another 
that showed off to beautiful advantage 
carried red lights with reflectors be-
hind them. The lights ar-e very effect-
ive when used to silhouette the tree's 
upward- pointing spire. 
Winifred Royce, who is fortunate 
enough to live near the Michigan woods 
where beautiful trees abound, tells me 
that in her home she and her brother 
each have a tr-ee, one on either side of 
the fireplace, which is filled with ever-
green boughs. Each decorates his tree 
as he likes, but they ar-e usually some-
what the same. One of their favorite 
styles is to cover the boughs with tin-
sel to make a shining silver pyramid, 
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and use colored lights. 
If there are only grown ups in your 
home you may like a spiritual tree 
decorated in the purest of white snow 
and silver icicles with a shining star 
on its tip-top point. This is the kind 
of tree that makes us think of the old 
carols and "peace on earth." 
Then exactly opposite is the jazzy 
tree, fussy, a small tree and wide, one 
that the very youngest will dearly love. 
Hang tiny Santas and clowns on it. 
Festoon it with twisted braid and by 
all m eans put stick candy on it. This 
is also the kind of tree on which the 
small, vari-colored Christmas tree 
lights look best. Walnuts wrapped in 
tin foil and hung from the branch~s 
and tinkly silver bells would just finish 
this tr-ee, the kind every youngster has 
dreamed of. 
Charlotte Heffner tells of making an 
eskimo hut to put the gifts in when 
there is no tree, or something new is 
desired. She says it is made by pa::l-
ding a large cardboard grocery box 
with paper and cotton to make it round 
and dome-shaped, cutting a door in 
front, and placing the gifts inside. 
The day before Christmas take a lit-
tle time off and fix a tree outside for 
the birds. It can hold ears of corn, 
tiny bundles of grain, pieces of suet, 
apples, doughnuts, and dry bread. This 
birds' tree is a custom of long standing 
in many lands, and a lov-ely one it is, 
too. 
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